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even 'Bapu' (father); friends used to call me by the
loving name of 'Bhai' (brother).
November, 1914. Just a few months had passed since
Andrews and Pearson returned to Santiniketan from South
Africa. Suddenly Andrews received a cablegram from
England, from Gandhiji, to the efiect that the students of
the Phoenix Settlement were returning to India. Gandhiji
would be relieved if they could be fixed up in a suitable
Asram.
Following the instructions of the great Gokhale, Gandhiji
and his wife went to England when the Satyagraha move-
ment came to a close and expected to be back in India
before his students arrived.  But the first world war started
only two days before his arrival in London. He at once be-
came engaged in an attempt to raise a volunteer corps for
tending wounded soldiers from amongst the Indians settled
in England.   As a result he had no other means but to ask
for Andrews' help.   Though Rabindranath did not wholly
agree with Gandhiji in his aim and methods of education
yet he immediately conveyed through Andrews a hearty
invitation to the students.   Even the financial difficulties
of the Asram that year could not discourage him.   He
arranged for these boy-guests to live by themselves in
Natun Badi, just by the side of his own house Dehali, so
that they could pursue their own programme and way of life
uninterrupted,   without   being   at   the   same   time   far
removed   from   his   personal   care.    On   their   return
to   India   the   boys   spent   a   few   days   at   Hardwar,
in the Gurukul Asram of Swami Sraddhananda, and then
came over to Santiniketan.   C F. Andrews recollects this
episode in The Visva-Bharati Quarterly, February 1938:
When Mahatmaji had gone to London from South
Africa in 1914 he had requested me by cable to make
arrangements for those boys who had lived with him
there at Phoenix. They were coming to India under
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